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option t o c o n ti n u e t h e p ro g r am . And I f ee l an obl i gat i on t o
offer this funding mechanism. The re may be differences of
opinion here for sure on whether we should continue the program
or w h e t he r we shou l d n ' t , a n d t ha t ' s f or a l l of us t o vot e our
conscience on t h a t . Ther e i s qu i t e a b i t of i ndi cat i on , I
think, that for probably several reasons we' ve made some headway
in encouraging people to not smoke and not use tobacco to the
exten t t h a t t h e y h a v e i n t h e p a st . And f o r a l l o f u s t h at b od e s
nothing but good as we continue down the health care, Medicaid,
extreme increases in health care costs to the extent that
anyth i n g h e l p s d i s co u r a ge p a r t i cu l a r l y y ou ng p e op l e f r om
commencing the habit o f smok ing, we' re going to be much the
b et te r o f f f o r i t , an d so wi l l t h ey . So I ' v e ha nd e d o ut k i n d o f
a fact sheet to give you some thoughts that probably many of you
are aware of. I don 't think there is an y que stion bu t what
smoking i s h a r mf u l . I d on ' t t h i n k t h a t ' s e ve n i n t r o . . . ente r s
i nto the debate anymore. The question is, is t his p r ogram a
program that h as a good prospect of giving us returns for the
i nves t ment ? An d i f so , h o w sh ou l d w e p ay f o r i t ? I t h i n k i f
we' re g o i n g t o d o i t , a nd I t h i nk i t i s wo r t h do i ng , i t ou g h t t o
be paid f or ou t of the tobacco tax. We' ve asked the tobacco
users and the smokers to pay for a lot of things in this s tate,
and they a re go ing to help us with our General Fund shortage,
b ut I think 3 cents to continue this program makes g ood sen se .
And I wou ld like to en co urage yo u to g ive it ser i ous
consideration and, thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Bromm. You ' ve heard the
opening on AM17 83. It 's an am endment to LB 759. Open for
discussion, Senator Wehrbein, followed by Senators Bourne,
Jensen, Preister, Byars and Beutler. Senator Wehrbein,

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yes, Mr. President, and members, I support
this, not only because I believe that we should continue funding
to some degree this smoking cessation program; technically
whether it has quit or whether it hasn' t, I'm not clear on that
t echnica l i t y t hat i t has ac t ua l l y qu i t . Bu t I t h i nk t hat we
have a t l e a s t a mo r a l co mmi t m e n t t o t r y t o d o s ome t h i n g t o
continue to discourage smoking among people, pa rticularly
teenagers. And th is is a program that's geareh to do that to
whatever degree. The second thing that I think we ought to keep
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